Resolved,  That  this  Committee  feel  greatly  encouraged  by  the  result  of  the  independent  efforts  of  the  colored  citizens  of 
this  State  to  obtain  the  restoration  of  their  equal  rights  as  freemen,  and  advise  them  to  go  on  in  the  way  they  have  so  hap- 
pily begun ;  pledging  our  most  active  co-operation  and  support  in  any  wise  measures  which  they  may  recommend ;  and  that 
we  hope  sirnilar  movements  will  be  made,  by  State  Conventions,  Committees,  Petitions,  and  personal  appearance  before  the 
legislatures  in  the  other  States  where  unequal  laws  disgrace  the  statute  book. 

Resolved-,  That  we  recommend  to  abolitionists  throughout  the  country,  to  appropriate  the  Fourth  of  July,  yearly,  until 
slavery  is  abolished  in  our  country,  to  the  consideration  of  our  duty  as  American  citizens  in  relation  to  slavery, — the  exercises 
of  the  day  to  be  either  orations,  debates,  meetings  for  consultations ;  meetings  for  humiliation,  prayer,  and  thanksgiving, 
processions,  or  whatever  else  is  best  calculated  to  increase  the  public  sense  of  the  guilt  and  incongruousness  of  slavery,  or  to 
arouse  and  strengthen  their  efforts  for  its  peaceful  extermination. 

Resolved^  That  the  First  of  August,  yearly,  ought  to  be  religiously  commemorated  by  the  friends  of  freedom  in  the  United 
States,  as  the  anniversary  of  the  emancipation  of  nearly  a  million  of  slaves  in  this  Western  Hemisphere;  to  be  celebrated 
by  appropriate  demonstrations  of  devout  gratitude  to  G-od  for  his  goodness  in  causing  that  great  deliverance  to  be  carried 
out  in  so  happy  a  manner  and  with  so  little  inconvenience  to  any  parties  concerned ;  and  of  humble  supplication  that  he  will 
hasten  the  day  of  jubilee  for  three  millions  of  our  own  native  countrymen  and  brethren  still  held  in  cruel  slavery. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Society  at  its  business  meeting,  and  those  passed  by  the  Committee  this 
evening,  be  printed  on  a  letter  sheet,  1000  copies,  and  sent  to  the  friends  of  the  Society  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and 
to  the  State  and  other  societies  that  sympathize  with  this  Society,  accompanied  by  an  earnest  application  for  their  pecuniary 
donations  and  cordial  support  in  carrying  out  the  course  of  measures  now  adopted. 


Attest, 

Joshua  Leavitt,  Secretary. 


ARTHUR  TAPPAN,  Chairman, 


Donations  for  the  A.  and  F.  A.  S.  Society  may  be  sent  to  S.  D.  Hastings,  Philadelphia  ;  Daniel  Burgess,  Hartford  j 
F.  P.  Tracy,  Concord;  Austin  Willey,  Hallowell;  J.  W.  Alden,  Boston ;  J.  M.  Sterling,  Cleveland,  or  to 

William  Shotwell,  Treasurer, 

128  Fulton  street. 


On  motion  of  H.  B.  Stanton,  Esq.,  of  Johnstown,  New  York,  formerly  Secretary  of  the  Society : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Society  cordially  approves  the  principles  on  which  the  General  Anti-Slavery  Convention  in  London 
was  organized,  and  the  spirit  with  which  its  proceedings  were  conducted, — that  we  rejoice  in  the  great  advantage  which 
has  already  resulted  to  our  cause  from  its  acts,  and  in  the  belief  that  consequences  of  still  greater  value  are  to  follow,  and 
that  we  recommend  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  the  Convention, 
to  call  another  Convention,  on  the  same  principles,  in  the  year  1842." 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Grosvenor,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts  : 

"  Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Churches  and  Christian  societies  of  every  name,  the  duty  of  bearing 
decided  testimony  against  the  abomination  of  slavery,  by  refusing  the  privileges  of  membership  and  communion  to  all  who 
are  guilty  of  that  sin,  or  who  justify  the  practice,  until  they  give  evidence  of  repentance  : — and  also  of  bearing  decided  tes- 
timony against  the  sinful  prejudice  against  color." 


RESOLUTION  ON  THE  CONSTITUTION, 

Passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  officers  and  delegates  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  Society,  including  the  choice 
ofofficers.  May  12,  1841.  / 

The  Committee  on  the  Constitution,  reported  that  no  amendment  of  the  Constitution  can  be  made  at  this  meeting,  never- 
theless, they  judge  it  advisable  for  the  Society  to  express  its  opinion  of  certain  sections  of  the  instrument,  in  order  that  its 
future  position  may  be  understood,  and  therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  ought  to  be  amended  by  striking  out  from  the  third  Article  the  words,  "  And  will  care- 
fully abstain  from  all  the  machinery  of  party  political  arrangements  in  effecting  its  objects,"  and  adding  to  the  eighth  Arti- 
cle the  words,  "  And  the  meeting  for  business,  when  assembled,  may  invite  such  persons  present,  agreeing  in  principle  with 
the  Society,  as  they  think  proper,  to  participate  in  the  transaction  of  all  the  business  at  that  meeting." 

Mr.  Birney  moved  that  the  resolution  be  adopted,  and  considered  as  the  notice  to  the  Executive  Committee,  required  by 
the  Constitution ;  and  the  resolution  was  carried  almost  unanimously, 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  special  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  held  June  3,  1841,  the  following  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted : — 

On  motion  of  Lewis  Tappan  : 

Resolved,  That  in  entering  upon  the  duties  of  another  year,  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  Committee  to  direct  their  attention 
mainly  to  the  following  classes  of  objects : — 

1.  The  support  and  extension  of  Anti-Slavery  publications. 

2.  Urging  on  the  Churches  the  adoption  of  non-communion  with  slaveholders. 

3.  Urging  upon  the  people,  and  especially  Abolitionists,  consistent  political  action. 

4.  Application  to  State  legislatures  of  the  free  States  to  abolish  every  vestige  of  slavery  on  their  statute  books. 

5.  Application  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  do  all  they  constitutionally  can  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
and  slavery. 

6.  Special  efforts  to  secure  to  our  free  colored  brethren  all  the  civil  and  religious  rights  which  other  citizens  enjoy. 

7.  Preparation  for  the  General  Convention  to  be  held  in  London  in  the  month  of  June,  1842. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Abolitionist  to  use  his  political 
power  and  influence  on  behalf  of  the  slave,  and  against  his  oppressor ;  and  they  would  have  every  friend  of  liberty  carry  his 
principles  to  the  polls,  and  never  desert  them  from  party  or  other  considerations;  remembering  that  it  is  both  a  moral  act 
and  a  religious  duty  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  promote  to  offices  of  trust  and  honor  wise,  good,  and  liberiy-loving  men,  and 
to  prevent  the  election  of  those  who  are  not  theoretically  and  practically  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  man,  of  every  grade  and 
complexion,  be  he  bond  or  free. 

On  motion  of  J.  Leavitt  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  now  desirable  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  number  of  able  men  as  agents,  connected  with  different  reli- 
gious denominations,  for  the  special  object  of  procuring  the  extensive  adoption  among  the  Churches,  of  the  principles  set 
forth  by  the  London  Convention  respecting  communion  and  fellowship  with  unrepentant  slaveholders ;  to  wit — "  that  it  is 
their  incumbent  duty  to  separate  from  their  communion  all  those  persons  who,  after  they  have  been  faithfully  warned  in 
the  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  continue  in  the  sin  of  enslaving  their  fellow- creatures,  or  holding  them  in  slavery." 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Elon  Galusha,  W.  H.  Brisbane,  C.  W.  Denison,  and  Wm.  G.  Brown,  Baptists  ;  Isaac  Winans, 
Schuyler  Hoes,  Jonas  Dodge,  Edward  Smith,  Guy  Beckley,  and  Benjamin  Shaw,  Methodists;  John  P.  Cleveland,  R.  W. 
Landis,  Thomas  S.  Kendall,  A.  W.  Black,  Presbyterians  ;  George  Allen,  Stephen  Thurston,  John  Dudley,  J.  W.  C.  Pen- 
nington, and  W.  T.  Allan,  Congregationalists  ;  and  Nathan  Stem,  Episcopalian,  be  now  appointed  such  agents ;  and  that 
each  of  them  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  and  urged  to  accept  the  service,  at  this  juncture,  even  if  it  be 
only  for  a  few  months  in  the  summer. 


CIRCULAR. 

AMERICAN  AND  FOREIGN  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY. 
Dear  Sm: 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  you  the  present  position  of  our  Society,  and  the  views  and  plans  of  the  Executive 
Committee  for  future  operations,  we  take  the  liberty  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Society  at  its  late 
annual  meeting ;  and  also  certain  resolutions  recently  adopted  by  the  Executive  Committee.  We  beg  your  attention  to 
these  resolutions,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  aid  us  in  our  great  enterprise,  both  by  a  contribution  to  our  treasury,  by  a 
general  co-operation  with  our  endeavors,  and  by  obtaining  for  us  the  liberal  support  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  with  which 
you  are  connected,  and  of  all  the  friends  of  the  cause  with  whom  you  may  have  influence.  The  Committee  see  an  effect- 
ual door  of  usefulness  now  open,  and  they  are  resolved,  with  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  and  the  hearty  support  of  the 
true  lovers  of  lawful  liberty,  to  go  forward  with  energy  in  carrying  out  the  plans  before  them.  Be  pleased  to  give  us  as 
early  information  as  you  conveniently  can,  of  your  views  on  the  subject,  and  of  the  aid  we  may  expect  to  obtain  from  your- 
self or  from  your  neighborhood. 

On  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A.  and  F.  A.  S.  Society. 

Joshua  Leavitt,  Secretary. 

Office  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society,  ) 
128  Fulton  street,  New  York,  June  3,  1841.  \ 

RESOLUTIONS  PASSED  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ANNIVERSARY  MEETING,  MAY  11,  1841. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Brisbane,  D.  D.,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  formerly  a  slaveholder : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  defence  which  slaveholders  have  offered  of  their  right  to  hold  their  fellow-men  as  property,  so  far 
from  shaking  our  faith  in  the  doctrine  of  immediate  abolition,  has  only  confirmed  us  in  the  belief,  that  their  system  of  slave- 
ry has  a  tendency  to  blunt  the  noblest  sympathies  of  their  hearts." 

On  motion  of  Alvan  Stewart,  Esq.,  of  Utica  : 

"  Resolved,  That  under  a  government  like  ours,  the  idea  that  Christians  and  philanthropists  have  nothing  to  do  with 
politics,  is  pernicious;  that  inasmuch  as  slavery  is  not  only  a  moral  evil,  but  the  greatest  political  evil  of  our  country,  and 
only  to  be  abolished  by  political  action,  and  as  each  individual  voter  possesses  political  power  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  the 
whole  number,  all  sincere  and  enlightened  Abolitionists  must  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  use  their  votes  for  the  overthrow  of 
slavery— as  an  object  paramount  in  importance  to  all  other  political  questions." 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt,  Secretary  of  the  Society : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  wonderful  providence  of  God  displayed  in  the  history  of  the  Mendi  Africans  of  the  Amistad,  in  their 
rescue  from  Spanish  slave-traders — in  wafting  them  to  this  land — in  the  circumstances  attending  their  condition  and  various 
trials — in  the  righteous  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  country,  triumphing  over  an  Executive  conspiracy  of  unparal- 
leled atrocity ;  and  in  the  opening  vision  of  mercy  to  Africa  through  these  humble  instruments,  must  inspire  the  heart  of  the 
Christian  with  devout  gratitude,  and  give  new  courage  to  all  the  friends  of  human  liberty." 

On  motion  of  James  G.  Birney,  Esq.,  of  Peterboro',  New  York,  formerly  Secretary  of  the  Society  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  action  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  this  State,  in  the  existing  controversy  between  Virginia 
arid  New  York,  has  the  approbation  of  this  meeting;  and  does  equal  honor  to  this  great  State  and  to  the  Chief  Magistrate 
who  presides  over  it." 


